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DEDICATION. 



To the members of the Bath Church of JEnglandlay Auociaiiotu 

GENTLEMEN, 

In dedicating these pages to you, I have had in Tiew two 
purposes, of which, if you consider one more personally compli- 
mentary, you will, I am sure, find the other more important to 
the cause you have espoused. First I desire to offer a sincere, 
though humhle, testimony to the noble lead, you have taken, and 
to the indomitable zeal (though under adverse circumstances) 
you have displayed in defence of Your Church. In this however 
I dare not praise you but as a fsuthful Churchman. I cannot offier 
you other commendation than that which (*' unprofitable ser" 
vants " as we are) a gracious Master in mercy concedes to ns, 
when we have only done that, which it is *' our duty to do." My 
commendation is only comparative. Some do their duty less, and 
some more. But evert Churchman, be he Layman or Clergy- 
man, is bound to defend his Church, 

Secondly. I wish to direct public attention to your example, 
for the purpose, not only of encouraging them to follow your 
footsteps, but also of awakening them to a sense of the yet greater 
exertions, which, from the aspect of the times, and the doings of 
our enemies, it may be expected that the insulted laws, and per- 
secuted C hurch, may need from all fiuthful, and religious men, 
who hold the chief truths of the Qospel. 

For several years the Government has contemplated with 
helplessness, or indifference, if not with complacency, the clamour, 
the collections, the conspiracies, of the enemies of the Church, to 
obstruct the course of long established Law, and to intercept, by 
force, or fraud, the time honoured tribute by which England pro- 
claimed herself a Christian Nation; and her many Churches, 
kept in repair by national support, have held out to every 
poor man the blessed invitation of the Evangelical Prophet— 
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IV DEDICATION. 

*' Ho ! every one that thlrsteth ! come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money." * 

Harassed by her enemies, deserted by her professed Pro- 
tectors, the Church has meekly appealed to the Legislature and 
the Government to uphold her in her obedience to the Law ; but 
she has appealed in vain. She has been met on the one hand with 
coldness, " heavy blows, and great discouragement." Into officer 
if not of ecclesiastical, at least enabling the officers to act against 
the Church and all reUgion, bitter and recMess enemies of the 
Church have been introduced, merely to satisfy political partisans ; 
and even in the commission of the peace are placed (nay pre- 
ferred) the opponents of the Law of Church rates. On the other 
hand Church rate abolition societies, and other societies raising 
subscriptions, and carrying on in all parts of the kingdom 
schemes to injure the Church, have multiplied. The for- 
bearance (may I not almost say apathy) of Churchmen has 
emboldened them. Organized opposition to the law is openly 
carried on — ^funds are supplied — Clergymen are dragged into 
the turmoil and brutality of polls, and expected to perform the 
duties of a returning officer, in circumstances which might puz- 
zle even a barrister — Churchwardens are plagued with litigation 
and expence of every kind.t This cannot go on. If the 

• IsAlAH, C. LV., V. i. 

+ Take^ as a specimen, this hand bill recently issued at Rochdale, 
'• CnUKCH Rate. — The Anti-Church rate Committee are informed that 
certain Persons are going about attempting to impose upon the Public a 
paltry and shabby Tax, under the name of a CnuiiCH rate, and even 
threatening Legal proceedings, if it is not paid. The public are hereby 
informed that no Church rate has been granted, and none can bo 
legally demanded; and all who prefer honest voluntary payments to the 
unjust exactions of the Act-of-Parliament-Church, are advised to refuse 
Payment of this illegal Tax. Pay no attention to threats. If proceedings 
be commenced against any party for non-payment of this Vicar-made 
rate, they are requested to make the circumstance known to the Anti- 
Church rate Committee. Rochdale, Nov. 13th, 1840. Wriolky, 

Printer, Yorkshire-street, Rochdale." 

It may serve to show the friendly disposition towards the Church of 
our Queen, entertained by her ministers and their supporters ; when it 
is known that the printer of this, and most other abusive placards against 
the Vicar and the Church, has recently been appointed Postmaster u( 
Rochdale. 
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legislature will not interpose, the Church must defend herself. 
Associations for her destruction must be met by Associations for 
her defence. Let the conspirators against her be assured that^ 
though they may annoy the Vicar of Rochdale, may excite deluded 
multitudes in populous towns to afford them partial triumphs, 
and annual saturnalia of blasphemy and profanation in Qod'i 
House ; though, they may, by their Committees, their subscrip- 
tions, and political cabals, overawe or purchase a feeble or 
reckless Cabinet — the people op England- will never de- 
sert THEIR National Church. They are already roused; 
associations such as yours with more decided organization, larger 
fundSf and more general support, will rise up to meet the assail- 
ants with their own weapons, and confront tiie conspirators till 
they compel either them to desist, or the Government and 
legislature to interpose, and remove the necessity for these conflicts. 
The demand for such a movement among the Laity has arisen in 
London and elsewhere; and the time has arrived when the 
peaceful can no longer discourage it, nor the cautious refuse to 
support it. On the heads of the agitators of political dissent be 
the consequences of provoking it. The example you have set, 
that the Laity as well as the Clergy constitute the Church, and 
are in duty bound to uphold it, affords good proof that you will not 
only not be wanting to greater emergencies, as they arise, but 
that you will lead others to "go and do likewise." With respect, 
and earnest sympathy in the great object of your association; 

X remain, 

Gentlemen, 
Your Faithful Servant, and Fellow-labourer, 
J. E. N. MOLESWORTH. 



PREFACE. 



1 have reserved my observations on the Rochdale 
contest till the meeting of Parliament, both hoping 
that, after the excitement of the contest was over^ the 
"still small voice" of reason might be heard, and 
desiring, that the legislature might be urged to inter- 
pose, and put and end to the conflicts. I ask no man 
more, than I am ready to do. I ask him only to 
obey the law — and, if we differ upon the policy or 
equity of a law, to submit our different views to the 
decision oi the proper tribunal — the Legislature. I 
am always ready to yield cheerfully to that decision, 
and equally ready, to oppose the decision of mob 
dictation, and vindictive or pettifogging litigation, 
and conspiracy. 

While the matter was before only the Parish, I 
touched as little as possible on the equity ov policy of 
the law of Church rates, because that was a point for 
the decision, not of the Parish^ but of Parliament, 
As I now appeal to Parliament^ I enter freely into 
the equity and policy of that Law, supporting my 
opinions by such arguments as I think fit. If, in 
those arguments, I give pain to any conscientious 
dissenter, I shall be sorry. But I cannot, from fear 
of so doing, sacrifice the catise of truth, 1 f that cause 
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PREFACE. VU 

be in danger, no matter whether through wickedness 
or weakness, through treachery, or ignorance, it must 
be vindicated without respect of persons. If a man set 
up either dishonest, or absurd pleas, the dishonesty, 
or absurdity must be exposed without ceremony, and 
in plain terms. 

T wish to be clearly understood, when I use the 
general word, dissenter — as being sensible of the 
distinction between the political agitator, and the 
sincere, though mistaken dissenter — but I cannot 
always, in my notices of the plea of conscience, ver^ 
holly mark that distinction. I respect conscience 
even in error, but I cannot spare to expose the error. 
I also guard against the misrepresentation of those 
who, to excite resentment against me personally, 
instead of meeting my arguments, falsely state that 
I represent the opponents of Church rates generally 
as infidels or revolutionists . I do no such thing. 
I describe them as leagued with infidels and revo- 
lutionists, against *a Christian Church ; and the 
triumph they desire, as one which would be a triumph 
to infidels and revolutionists. This ought to induce 
them to pause, and suspect whether the triumph can 
be one, at which a christian and a patriot ought to 
aim. 

I have shunned allusion to iadividuals, unless where 
defence from personal slander rendered it unavoid- 
able ; and even then I have said as little as posssible. 

Personal calumny has been profusely showered on 
me, especially in reference to my conduct during 
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the poll. But Church rate, not wiy character ^ is the 
question which concerns the public. And, for my own 
share in the matter, I neither so distrust the strength 
of my own character, nor respect that of my calum- 
niators, as to give myself the trouble of pleading to 
their charges. I know I can live them down. The 
people are generally just, and respect a straight-for- 
ward and consistent man, even though they differ 
from him. Under excitement they may, for a time, 
wrong or hate the honest — But in the long run they 
will generally do him justice. My arguments may 
be perverted or misunderstood, my motives misre- 
presented, but my actions will work their own way to 
Englishmen'^s hearts, in spite of railing demagogues, 
or artful misleaders. Though mistaken neighbours, 
or prejudiced partisans curse, yet will I bless, though 
they persecute and revile me, yet will 1 seek to do 
them good. This is a golden rule, which I have 
learned of the Master, whom I serve — I will try to 
practice it. By it I have prevailed before, and shall, 
probably through God's blessing, prevail again. If 
not, I serve and fear God — not Man. 

Once more, earnestly and affectionately, do I 
entreat my neighbours and parishioners, to let me 
wash my hands of these painful divisions, and be at 
peace. In any decision of the Legislature I shall 
dutifully acquiesce. Any personal concession I can 
honestly make to quiet their conscientious scruples 
(even prejudices) — any triumph I can afford them 
over me peraonaJly to satisfy their real or fancied 
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honor, I will cheerfully submit to. But I will not 
sacrifice the Law^ or the Church or reason. 1 will 
not be a party to either violating ^ or evading the law. 
Nor will I surrender to mob dictation, or conspiracies, 
or liti^ous persecution, the right and duty of every 
man to maintain the law by lawful means, and to vin- 
dicate its equity by fair argument. 

As to the Church — from my youth up I have been, 
though unworthy, yet a steady and consistent mem- 
ber of it ; for more than a quarter of a century a 
working (and till lately not highly paid) minister of 
it. In all stages I have loved her, and served her, 
with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, 
and with all my strength — I will not now take her 
wages, to betray or forsake her. Whensoever I feel, 
that I can defend her against inward or outward 
enemies, it ghall be done firmly and faithfully, at any 
hazard and at any sacrifice. 

A religious dissenter, beholding her holiness and 
usefulness, embodied hiis: wishes for her safety in the 
language of inspiration — Heartily and humbly do I 
join him in his pious and patriotic prayer — 

MAY NO WEAPON FORMED AGAINST THEE EVER PROSPER. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

Church rate is not necessary to the existence^ bnt 
is plainly usefal for the tUffuston and ttiftuence, of 
Religion. If we desire the people to be religioaSf 
we cannot suggest any means more suitable to this 
end; than to multiply and maintain places, wherein 
they may hear the duties, and perform the offices, of 
religion. Tn this object the rulers, and the whole 
body of the State, as well as the Church, have an 
evident and deep interest. The piety and patriotism 
of both private individuals, and public bodies, has 
been directed to the increase of Churches. In the 
course of centuries upwards of 10,000 parish Churches 
have been built, and endowed by private persons, by 
Kings, and by legislative grants, but chiefly by the 
two former. The founders have renounced all pro- 
perty in them. They are incorporated, and set apart 
Jbr ever, for the purposes of national worship accor- 
ding to the English branch of Chrises Church. They 
cannot again be diverted from these sacred purposes 
to profane uses, to gratify fanatical caprice, or greedy 
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speculation. Their ases are known, iised, and 
tional* These Churches, tbuB freely given aad 
doived fur the NationRi benefit, this Christian Nation 
has felt itself bound in policy, and duty, to keep op 
by a general and ancient charge upon the land and 
houses of the parishes, to which they are appropriated. 
And snrely a good and righteous policy it is, not only 
as it respects the eternal salvation, but also as it 
operates upon the security, peace, and prosperity of 
the people. 

For in these 10,000 National Buildings the word 
of God is read and preached — -the sacroineuls of 
Christ's Church are administered — prnyer is offered 
for the divine grace and guiduuue — hundreds of 
tliODsanils of worshippers are congregated every 
Liord's day to bear, lionestyj loyalty, purity, charity, 
and all the virtues, on which depend individual, 
domestic, und national, peaoe and happiness, enfoi 
upon motives, and to an extend io which 
laws can pretend. 

The Ministers of these lO.OUO Churches, though 
held up to the ignorant by slanderers as monsters of 
wickedness and folly, are known, and by all reflect- 
ing men ackuowledged, to be generally men of 
Mlucation, end qnalified by their acquirements and 
manners to sustain the qaiet dignity of the pastoral 
office. They carry into sequestered districts the arts 
and principles of civilized life; superintend the in* 
struolionof the poor; spread the authority of religii 
among all classes ; bring rieband poor together 
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12 CHURCH RATE. 

set in motion, and administer, many charities. They 
commonly possess sources of income independent 
of their profession, and thus become channels of dis- 
tribuiing property in unfrequented parishes. They 
also chain down a tenth of the produce of the soil, 
to be spent where- it is raised, whereas the lay 
landlord, or impropriator, if there were no church 
endowment, might spend the whole in London, Paris, 
or wheresoever he chose. 

These and manifold benefits undeniably result from 
the 10,000 parish Churches; and, though these con- 
stitute their lowest claims, they surely are highly 
deserving the consideration of any man, who is 
concerned in the welfare of his country or of his 
fellow creatures. But the Christian, whose views 
extend beyond this world, and regard the salvation 
of immortal souls in these Churches, recognizes 
blessings both temporal and spiritual, at which charity 
must rejoice, and which faith would not sacrifice, 
unless under the most overpowering necessity. 

But, however great the religious and social advan- 
tages of these 1 0,000 Churches, they are far from 
equal to the wants of our immense, and hourly 
increasing population. A vast field remains entirely 
unoccupied. Thousands of the people of this pro- 
fessedly Christian Empire are without not only the 
invitation, but the means, of assembling themselves 
together to the Sabbath Worship. They are cast 
out a prey to the numerous seducers, snares, and 
temptations spread by ungodliness and disaffection 
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on every side. In Ihis field tbe " Foluiifarjf Offslem'* ^^^ 
has not onlj been left/ree to do iU utmost, bnt ita^^^| 
application has been most urgently solicited by 
Ckiirchmeii, as well as dissenters. Nay more — it 
hits been largely assisted, both under the Church and 
among; ibe Dissenters, by the active and greedy 
spirit (ifgain and apecidation.* The desire of the 
builder, tbe proprietor, or the popular preacher, to 
get good interest for his capital, bas co-operated irith 
the pious zeal of the Voluntaries to multiply both 
Episcopal Chapels and Meeting bouses, f Yet, 
with the aid of this active principle, the " Voluntary 
system," worked both by Ckiirehwen and diisenler», 
has proved itself unequal to ocoupy even tbe _ 
ground, whi^ the NiTio.vAL Churcitrs imtr lbf^^^ 

Now notwitbElanding the glarings, and practical ' 
proof of the insufficiency of (he "Voluntary system" 



• The (ibjpct of the npecniator is facilititecj in the oaae of 
Meeting houses, whkh are not neCL-aaarl!y set apart (as the 
nhurulies are) for ever for dlrlnc vrurship, nor incapablL' of bchig 
sntgeet lo a legal contract between 3it proprietor and t1ie Minlg- 
ter, b; nhii^ thcformer as well sstlielatteriiia; reapHnuuiiiHl 
proBt Irom the receipts. Snch pr'afitisconimoDlyrEBurred-~-iuid 
if the speenlator faila, there are nmnberleBB cases, in which tli». 
iinsnccessfnl conventiEle has tried ils fortune anew, as a theatre OB 
an assemhly room — Various spcciinpos of this may be seen fat' 
" Maitland on the Volnntary system." 

t Hence we Bud that In Lirge tnwna and densely populated 
man abet urliig districts the meeting houses are large and nume- 
rous: while in ^ricultural parishes, wliere the population is 
BcaWered, very few (enciipting those of the Wesleyans) huildrngs 
or preacher* are produced by the " Voluntary syatem;" andthOM 
only of the most wretched description. Tlkcre the N&Mi ' 
Chiirehes alone present any thing like adeiiuate □ 
worslup and Initmction. 
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to supply even this part of the people^s religion 
necessities, a certain portion of the dissenters wish 
the national support to be withdrawn from these 
10,000 Churches, and the whole field to be abandoned 
to the ^^ Voluntary system/^ which has palpably 
shewn itself inadequate to occupy even the part 
which remains. They demand that these 10,000 
Churches of the nation should be left to decay, and 
to the dispersion of their congregations ; or at least 
deprived of a certain, and not burdensome, means of 
support, in order that they may be submitted to tbe^ 
more than precarious, experiment qf depending* npon 
a system, which has proved itself inadequate to main- 
tain what is already committed to it ; and therefore 
cannot in reason be considered capable of under- 
taking more. 

Out of this state of things arises the cry against 
Church rates. Men, professing zeal for the aptritual 
and social welfare of the public, either pretend, or 
believe, that they are called by conscience, to join 
in that cry. And observe the means, by which their 
conscience would effect the stoppage of National 
support from these 10,000 Churches — not by argu- 
menia; not by petitions — but by conspiracies^ by ter- 
ror , by calumny 9 ^^pettifogging evasiotis, by vexatious 
litigation^ by tricks^ to excite prejudices, and by the 
most reckless and Godless auxiliaries. These are 
the means resorted to by men professing so much 
piety, that the Church is not good enough for them, 
and such tender conscience, that they cannot pay a 
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charge to which their property was subject before it 
was theirs, and which the Nation had appropriated 
to the Worship of God. These means are ased by 
the forces of Dissent and fender consciences, allied 
with all grades of anarchy, deism, atheism, and «en- 
svalilt/. These motley allies mnrch under the same 
banner — "Tender conscience." And our asto- 
nishment is not diminished at this extraordinary 
tenderness of conscience, when we remember that 
thoDgh Church rates have been paid from time im- 
memorinl. we never heard fas Baron Gurney well 
observed) of this sore place in Dissenfers" coiisciencea, 
till within these few years. And yet more extraor- 
dinary is it, that this teiiderriess of conscience should 
become so great, when all restraints upon dissenters 
Jrf.eJy preaching their own doctrines are removed ; 
and when atheism and revolution are banded toge- 
ther for the subversion of both altar and throne. 

Can this be conscience properly speaking? Is it 
not either hypocrisy or delusion ? 

It may be said the latter is to be respected — So it 
is— but truth is to be rcBpecled more. No one doubts 
but that among; the murderous and mischievous 
fanatics, who followed Jack of Leyden— or among 
the demoniac blood-tbirsly assassins of the French 
Revolution, who set up a naked prostitute as the 
Goddess of Liberly, some might sincerely plead 
" conscience.''' Bui are we to use any ceremony in 
dealing with such a plea, or yet more, are we for 
fear of offending the sincere, though deluded, to 
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shrink frdm exposing the hypocrites j wfoo ral^ the 
cry of conscience, and use their deluded dfipes as 
tools for their own envious or ambitious purposes ? 
Are these men, whether tAipostors or d^pes, to be 
quietly permitted to bear down the judg^metat^ to 
overthrow the institations, to liinel the common i9>ense 
of tbe nation^ by making such a conscience as theirs 
the rule of its legislature? Are those> who woAld 
represent «a/t09ta/ support of CAmftaft temples as a 
deadly sin, those who use such means and such alHeSy 
in assailing a Christian Churchy are those to be palmed 
upon us as the likenesses and imitators of Holy 
Martyrs and Scriptural Heroes ? Are these osten- 
tatious resistors of the law — ^these vainglorious or 
pantomimic maniifacturers of processions, parading 
through the streetis to rouse the passions of tbe 
multitude — are these publishers of their stage effect 
prayers, hymns, and actings with the dupe, whose 
vanity or whose delusion renders him their tool — 
these puffers of law breakers into Martyrs — 
are these tinsel counterfeits to be passed upon 
the English nation, as the sterling metal which 
endured the fiery furnace, or as bearing the im* 
press of that truth and humble fortitude which awc^ 
the famished Lions and the furious Sanhedrim P A re 
these mosquito consciences suddenly hatched, amidst 
the fermentation of infidelity and political agitation, 
from the grub repose of centuries to sting and vex a 
Christian Church, to be compared with the con- 
sciences of thoscy who only served God as they wer^ 
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used to do ; who resisted the law only when it 
reqnired them to renounce prayer to God; who sn&ered 
withoDf clamour, or agilalion, or osltiilalwn i who 
neither contrived processions, nor descended to any 
artifices, nor even desired, to influence the passions 
of the maltilude in Iheir favour; who neithcF raised 
sabscriplions, nor formed associations, nor ubetted 
litigious nnd vexatious opposition to the due course 
of the laws — and who never refused tribute to whom 
tribute was due, nor could have thought of wilfaold- 
ing a charge to which tbeir property bad even been 
liable before it came into their possession ? 

Such a pretence is insult to the common sense of 
the Nation. As aji-iend I warn the really religion* 
dissenter to come out of them, that he be not par- 
taken of their sins, anil that be receive not of Iheir 
plagues. I say as b. friend —not that I would, iu the 
latifudinarian and cantiiicr liberality of the day, 
compromise my own principles, and profess that 1 
saw no difference between dissent, and obedience to 
that Apostolical commission, communion and buo- 
ceseion, which oar Church devoutly holds — nor that 
I would hold that there is no sin in schism. But I 
know there are deeper depths than dissent. I know 
that, Tinder the existing state of the Church, ther« 
must be dissent. I know that many sincere and 
pious men have persuaded themselves that they are 
doing good service to God in being dissenters. I 
know, that, thongli dissent is condemned in scripfnn 
there may often be many allowances in the sight ( 
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a merciful God^ when he shall jadge dissenters ; 1 
believe that a bledsing may attend the^ labours of 
snob sincere (though in that point erring) men ; and 
it can ilever be my desire that their respectability 
and really religions inflaenoe, should be injured. 
For the effect of that will be to bring many not to 
the Church, but to no reUgion at all. I say then as 
tLjriend — come out from that unhallowed crusade 
against the Church of Christ — ^join not the Godless, 
the recklj9ss crew, who raise their voices and their 
hands against the altar and the throne — and who (as 
in my parish Church) have entered the house Of God 
to desecrate it with filth, blasphemy and imprecations, 
and all under the plea of *^ Tender Consciencb/^ 
Will not this recoil on the dissenters themselves? 
Can they thus <« handle pitch and not be defiled ^^ P 
Will not their congregations, thus brought to compare 
their Conscience with their doings, have their eyes 
opened to see the nakedness, which such a doak 
should cover? Nay will not the dissenters them- 
s;elves, thus dabbling in the practices of Atheism iemid 
sedition, at last fall into the vortex, and be over- 
whelmed in the destruction of their reprobate allies ? 
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I bring a. few declarations of itlssentera thonselveB, to shew 
tbat hatred of Cbnrcli rate h aoC considered a point of eotueietum, 
or eeaeDtlal to eincerit; in dissent. It sa«es me some trouble to 
take moat of these examples from an exeellent and well reaaonad I 
speech of Mr. D. Mulins, of Binniogham, delivered iu 1837. I 

" Sir. AI. yras aware, hoireTer, that his opinion on the subject 
of religious egtabliahmeats would baie bnt little weight witii 
Dissenters, — he would, therefore, refer to the recor<led opinions 
of Dumerous eminent JDissenting divines coDcemin^ them, and 
he espedalljF solicited the rcTerenUal attention of those Di»- 
senting gentiemea who were present. Dr. John Owen, b 
Kepiiblican, when, preaching Ijefore the Long Parliament, eiprea- 
sed himself on this point in the following terms : — 

■ Bone think. {Mji ho.) if joa (tlie Parliamcnl). were well jetlled. 
ymi ougiil not, si rulers of the nation, to pat forth j'our power tor (ho 
interest of Christ. The good Lord ligep your bearls tnta Ibat ippte. 

KOTHINBtO DO HITn RBLIBrON H BtLEBS Ot ma HATIDN, OOD VlkL 

DIE RiTION. Certainly it i« incumbent on you to taiHl care that (he 
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Flavel, a Dissenting minlstci 
■ Whsl is the duty of polilical 
I children or satueclj 3 It is lo 
td hath set Ibem with wisdom, a, 
every place in (heir douiinions.' 
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Dr. Doddridge remarks, — 

' Some have represented all encouragement given to one religioni 
profession, in preference to another, as a degree of persecution ; but nam, 
both a regard to the honour of God, and the good of society, which 
surely the magistrate is not the only person under no obligation to, mast 
engage him to desire and labour that his people may be instructed in 

WHAT HE TAKES TO BE THE TRUTH.' 

Dr. M'Crie, in concluding a logical disquisition on this subjecti 
gives this opinion : — 

' It is contrary to the rules of just reasoning to tell us that we can- 
not assert the warrantableness of the Magistrate's power about religion, 
unless we produce a positive institution of it, in the New Testament, if 
the whole word of God be the rule of oar faith and practice.' 

Dr. Dwigbt, an American Presbyterian minister, haa said : — 

• In the history of the globe, there is recorded but one attempt 
seriously made to establish a free government without religion. From 
this attempt has sprung new proof that such a government, stripped of 
this aid, cannot exist. Instead of being a free, just, and beneficial sys- 
tem of administration. It was more despotic than a Persian Caliphate, 
more wasteful of human life, with all its blessings, than an inundation (^ 
Goths and Vandals.* 

Mr. M. proceeded to observe that he could furnish many other 
extracts from Dissenting authors, but he feared he should tire the 
patience of the meeting, and of his Dissenting friends in parti- 
cular, he, however, begged the meeting to suffer him to read Mr. 
Cobbett's views on this point, which were contained in a passage 
no less remarkable for its descriptive beauty than for the justness 
of,its conclusion ; it ran thus ; — 

* The county of Suffolk is the crack county of England. It is the 
best cultivated, most ably, most carefully, most skilfully, of any piece of 
land of the same size in the whole world ; its labourers are the most 
active and most clever; its farmers' wives, and women employed in 
agriculture, the most frugal, adroit, cleanly, of any in the whole world ; 
it is a county of most frank, industrious, and virtuous people ; its towns 
are all cleanliness, neatness, and good order, and what is the reason for 
this 7 There is a fakish Church in every three square miles or 
LESS— and it is divided into parishes so numerous as for the people 
everywhere to be almost immediately and constantly under the eye of 
a resident parochial minister.' 

(Here Mr. M. was interrupted by the cry of ' give us the opinion 
of some modern Dissenters.' ) Mr. M. remarked that he never 
heard of ancient Dissenters ; dissent tvas altogether of modem 
growth; he nevertheless thanked the gentleman for the hint, and 
instantly adduced the speech of Mr. King, a surgeon and dissen- 
ter of Chelmsford, who argued in favour of national religious 
Establishments so convincingly that it appeared to satisfy even the 
Dissenting gentleman who put the c\uest\oxi." 
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An extract of Mr. King's speech may give an idea of its 
religious feeling, truth and candour, I am sorry that I cannot give 
the whole. 

*' And now with regard to the act of injustice in compelling us Dis- 
senters to pay for the support of a national religion ; I am at a loss to 
know what is meant by it. Living in a country professedly Christian, 
we expect that the government will be Christian — and that they 
should consider it a duty to provide such religious instruction for 
the people as they deem most expedient— the best calculated to promote 
their eternal happiness. So far from Dissenters saying this is an injus- 
tice, I will say that the moment a government ceases to make this 
provision, it ceases to be Christian. It leaves the discharge of one 
of its first duties to others, and betrays the confidence placed in it by 
the friends of peace, order, morality, and religion. I am at a loss to 
understand how individuals can think it right to set up their own 
private judgment as to the payment of taxes for religious instruction ; 
why they might, by the same rule, think it very wrong to pay any tax 
which had for its object the promotion of social order and the defence 
of the country. This is all involved in the same principle. That 
which demands obedience to one law, demands it to all. 

•* I will only say It is impossible to conceive of any measure more 
pregnant with mischief to the poor, than would be the abolition of the 
church rate, as it would deprive them of that legal right to accom- 
modation for religious worship which they now enjoy at the expense 
of the state. The interests of the Church and the poor are so 
closely united by the wisdom of our ancestors that it is impossible to 
separate them. Of the truth of this any one may hastily convince 
himself; and it is impossible for any one to aim a blow at the 
institutions of the country without it being injurious to the poor. 
Let them look round and see to whom they are indebted for the 
public charities, alms-houses, and asylums ; why ninetenths of them 
originated in the liberal donations and contributions of churchmen. 
Let them look round and inquire where the men are to be found 
wl.o of late have maintained both in writing and in speeches, that 
all charities, public and private, are iujurious to the morals of the 
country ; and they will find them amongst those who oppose church 
rates, and try to persuade us, contrary to justice,not to pay these rates.*' 

I have quoted on other occasions the speeches of other dissenters 
to the same effect, and could quote many more did I not con^ 
sider that quite enough has been adduced to prove that I am 
justified in distinguishing between rel^ious and political dissen-* 
ters, and in afilrming ttiat the plea of conscience has no solid 
foundation — ^but is the fabric of hypocrisy, or delusion. 
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THE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST 

CfHURCH RATES. 

In the Rochdale contest I endeavoured^ as nmch 
as possible, to confine the discussion to the duty of 
Chrisiians and members of society to obey the law 
according to its plain meaning and intention. This 
question has no reference to the goodness or badness 
of the law ; and this question alone is for the deci- 
sion of individuals and vestries. 

The question of equity, or policy, is for the deci- 
sion of the legislature, A and B may take opposite 
views on this point — But it is not the province of A, 
or B to decide it. Both may support and urge their 
own views, by argument, or petition, but the legis- 
lature is the judge to decide between them. 

As I am now addressing the public and the 
legislature, I enter upon the question of the equity 
and the policy of Church rate. 

I will 

I. State my reasons in support of the equity and 
policy of Church rate. 

II. Examine the reasons which are urged against 
it. 
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THE EQUITY AND POLICY OF CHUEGH BATE. 
1. If it be equitable and wise to provide for the 
support of all other nnfibiiii/ establishments, civil or 
military, by a general cbarre vithont regard to indt- 
vidaal ahjectioiia against those establishments, so 
much the more equitable and wise is the same policy 
applied to n religiQiis * national establishment ; as the 
salvalionof the soul is more important than tfaeheallb 
of the body, and qs the sanctions of religion are more 
efficacious, in securing the happiness of the commu- 
nity, than the terrors of the law or the sword. The 
acts of the state; as well ns of iiidi\jduals, ought to 
bear testimony that it is Chuatian— and fe.irs, honours, 
and depends upon, God. 

2. The usefulness of a religions estnblishmentin 
dtSusing the influence of those sanctions, has been 
shewn, and is unquestionnble. Tlierefore nothing 



• Let U diaaenter — n truly conauientious disBenter, who could 
Dot anfler hia aenap of right and wrong to be home do wn by pre- 
judice, or political and party Tiews to dialort truth, be heurd (if 
a Churchman ma; not) upon this point. His name is Maclean. 
He stood up to deprecate the nnhatlowed combination agalntit 
Chnrcli rate at Eroles. Iiet his dissenting brethren be proud of 
■uch, and bear liis wards of truth and true wisdom. 

■' It Is surely more politic as well as more chaTitable, to re- 
p^ churchet for the preuentam of crime, than to bnitd gaoli and 
brideicellt, and support police atnblUhinenis for ita piatU/hment. 
I regret tbat our Dissenting friends, many of whom I sincerely 
respect and lo)e, sboald place tlieii hostility to thisnatianal con- 
tribudon OD cOTticientioiit scrupLea. I cannot uhII in quesCioQ 
their sincerity, yet anrely they moat feel, that there is some in- 
eentUtenct/ In appealing to m/mcience, againti a Church, whoBa 
(ftie(rine» they iwlieve, and whose mioiBters they respect, whilst 
they give 710 roiee to their acrapJes agwnst the national tupport 
Hf Papery. Their silence on the Maynooth prant bus left' thou 
In a position from which, [or their omn lakei V AijitMi. ■,'---- ' 
tn thtm teithdrav." 
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bat positive proof thai sach an establishment is for- 
hidden scriptare, coald justify a government in 
neglecting to support it. 

3. The ] O9OOO Churches having been for the most 
part built, and endowed by the piety and munificence 
of individuals, and freely given for the purposes of 
National worship to the poor as well as the rich— the 
Nation need not grudge to support them, even, if 
Church rate were a personcU tax. 

4. But it is not a personal tax. It is in the nature 
of a rent charge, subject to which every man, from 
time immemorial, has taken the property rateable. 
To exempt purchasers or renters of property because 
they are dissenters, would be to give them apremium 
on dissent. 

5. Church rate is an equal cbarge> If it can be 
said to press any one, who takes property subject to 
it ; it presses equally and in proportion to the rate- 
able property possessed. It does not squeeze or beg 
from the poor and willing, and allow the rich and 
selfish to escape. Whereas dissenting writers them- 
selves complain, that under the voluntary system the 
poor pay too much, and the rich too little. If a poor 
man attend a INIeeting bouse he will frequently have 
to pay more in six months, than he would at Church 
in six years. In truth Church rate does not press 
the poor, generally speaking, at all. They receive 
from the Church in Charities a thousand-fold more 
than they pay. In Rochdale the Church rate, against 
fFA/eh a resistance so violent bas beeti exc\\M,\^ on« 
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halfpenny in the pound— and that not on the full rent. 
So that a man rated (renting higher) at £10 a year, 
would have to pay five pence. Even this is usually 
paid by the landlord- The established Church has, 
therefore, justly been termed the " Poor man^a 
Church.'''^ He has a right to enter and worship, 
without being asked to pay. 

6. The " voluntary system " tends to depress the 
Minister, and to destroy his independence. Instead 
of being their pastor, he must often become the 
pander of their humours, or have his life made 
miserable by loss of income, by petty annoyances, 
and vindictive intrigues, and injuries. The pre- 
carious nature of his income prevents those from 
entering the ministry, who would give it that rank 
in society, which is due to it. 

7. The Church is the PRorER recipient of 
Church rates : — 

Because it has from time immemorial been entitled 
to them. 

Because it was so entitled before dissent (which is 
of very modern origin) existed. 
Because — dissent is so undefined, so divided, and 
ever dividing, that it is incapable of presenting any 
tangible form for a National establishment. 
Because owZy the Buildings of the Church are^r 
ever set apart, and vested in persons corporate, for 
national worship, according to known and defined 
principles. 

Because the Church can s\vow sji apoaloVvi coi-mmx*- 

c 



26 CHURCH RATB. 

aion and auccesBion ; and its aathoritj tbus conferred 
is supported by institations, which render its Paslors 
independent of tbose^ whom tbey are to rebuke as 
well as exhort. 

Because — A Christsan Nation, as it looks for the 
favour and protection of Almighty God, is boand to 
encourage and uphold that Church, in preaching attd 
reading the word of God, and preserving ** whole and 
undeiiled ^^ the great Christian verities committed to 
its keeping. 

These two last, some Dissenters may meet with a 
sneer — but " whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear," it is the duty of a member, and priest 
of the Holy catholic and apostolic Church to assert 
them. 

DISSENTERS, OBJECTIONS TO CHURCH RATES. 

1. It is asserted that the Scriptures do not au- 
thorize compulsory payment for religious establish- 
ments. If this assertion were true^ it could not form 
the ground of conscientious resistance of Church 
rates. We have shown the useful purposes, which 
the state may thus promote ; therefore to justify resis- 
tance it would be not suiBcient to shew that the word 
of God is silent J or neuter on the question. Proof ravisi 
be given that the Bible forbadey or was clearly op- 
posed to such a provision. 

But the Bible is not even silent* on the subject. It 
gives the general rule to ^^pay tribute to whom tribute 

* See proofs of thlB in Section m» 
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The old Teslament aboundii with pruofs of 
eompitlsory payments for the support of the temple 
of worship! aad Jegas himeelf set the example of' 
snob payment. 

Z. The CbrJEtian Charch in its infancy v\ 
maintained by voluntary contributions. But this 
condeiitnatioH of a laivful, and national provision for 
the support of Tialional places of worslijp. The 
Charch was then feeble and persecuted, and bad no 
pojrer to obtain snch a provision. Therefore no 
choice was offered to the Apostles; they were com- 
pelled, by necessity to depend on voluntary offerings. 
Their practice implied no preference of the volnntaiy 
system, nor aay condemnation ot compulsory provi- 
sion for the Church, It could form no precedent, fov 
they were not free to choose. As w c!I might it be 
argued that we must follow their pratlice in meeting 
in " cores " or " upper rooms " or nl inidnight, as 
tbey were compelled to do, in times of persecution. 
Any man of common sense may see that the Church 
from compulition, not choice, depended on Volnnfary 
offerings. As soon as it so increased, as to make 
Christianity the national faith, the Rulers of the _ 
nation held it their wisdom and their duty, to mak^J 
public provision for Public worship.* fl 

• St. Panl Bsaerted the right of miuiiifn to be umintttinefl ; 
and ackiiowiedged the oljjeetiiniable nature of voluntary support, 
b;^ foregoiag tlie right, ratber than be open to tbe nupicion of 
atrving them and appearing zealous, for the pnrposc of indueinff 
■' to con(ri6u(«. To such pprvorsion every zealous act of ft^ 

iter to big poluntary BupportcTS \a ^jft'" "' " >.-■.-■ 

ie suspected to ariae from feat iAV»«, o 
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Indeed the tenderness of conscience respecting the 
scriptural lawfulness of compulsory support of reli- 
gion seems to be of a very convenient nature— being 
sensitive onli/ in paying^ but as callous as the hide of 
a Rhinoceros in receiving^ that support. For during 
more than a century the dissenters have annuallj 
received the "regiura donum" (amounting to as 
much, or more, than they pay to the Church) without 
a single twinge, or wincing in the least. Nor^ has 
even the grant to popish Maynooth^ troubled them 
much. It is only to the Established Churcb> that 
this raw place on the tender conscience is turned. 

3. The law is said to be unjust, and therefore to 
be resisted, which compels a man to pay for a church, 
which he does not use, and disapproves. If every 
man is to set up his scruples^ and his likings, and 
dislikings, as the standard according to which a law 
is to be obeyed or resisted, what tax could be laid, 
of which such a principle would not justify the refusal, 
and raise plenty of claimants for exemption. A 
quaker might refuse to pay taxes for the army be- 
cause he has scruples of conscience against war — a 
republican might claim exemption from taxes which 
support the monarchy, which he conscientiously /icUes 
— a man, who dislikes litigation, might refuse to 
contribute to the Judges and Courts. A smuggler 
might be excused taxes, because they maintain the 
coast guard, which he not only does not use, but 
cordially hates — a pick-pocket hates, in like manner, 
thejooJice — in shorty every man rQ\g\\l^xvQL ^oTXk!^\Xi\i\2^) 
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vMoh be does not use, or wliicb he disdpproteSf and 
wtlfcb is mamtainei) bj Ibe taxes he is called Upon 
to pay. 

And here ^aia the tenderness of conscience la 
amasingly cmivenient. Whatsoever qualms they 
have ngaiiiBt themselves paying;, they hare not the 
stigbtest against making Churchmen pay, for what 
they disapprove. Witness the espences of those 
despotic abortions, the Marriage and Registration 
Acts — and the scandalous, unconetitutional, and ob- 
stinate attempt to force down the inlqiittons objecte 
of the one-majority Edacalion grant. 

4. "Mif Kingilom ia not of this world,"" is a (ext 
broaghl forward lo prove that it is contrary to Scrip- 
ture, that the Churchwardens should resort to the 
legal means of compelling obedience lo the Law, 
when men, under the shallow plea of conscience, 
think fit to resist it, Charity would willingly hope 
that this stupid perversion of Scriplure might arise 
from gross ignorance ; were not that hope cut offby 
its being repeated, after the Jrequenl and utideni- 
able refutation of it. The use of such an argument, 
after the notorious exposure of its falsity, shews a 
shameless and deliberate purpose of perverting Scrip- 
ture, which cannot consist with the prt'tence of 
conscience. Jesus was falsely charged with a design 
of uanrpinff the office and anlhorify of the emperor 
— Be denies the charge; and says "My Kingdom 
is not of tkia norld,^' that is — T have no destift to 
tisurp the £mperor's aalboiiVj ■, lot 'Ca^i'a^ \- "^"^ * 
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ktngy it Is not in a worldly sense^ but in referaice 
to a Heavenly and spiritucd Kingdom. The kingdom 
I claim to reign over^ is very di£ferent from Caesar^s 
kingdom. What, in the name of conmion sense, 
can this have to do with the lawfalness of Charch- 
wardens compelling, as all her Majeaty^s eubfects 
must do — and as the Law directs,^o/ti9^, or wicked 
people to obey the law, or to suffer the latvful 
consequences of disobedience 7 It has no more to 
do with the question, than with the Birmingham 
railroad. If it applied at all, it would apply not 
only to Churchwardens, but to all Christians — for 
to all it is addressed. And the conclusion would 
be, that no Christian must use lawful means to 
enforce law — and the law, and all its officers, 
would be for the sole benefit of Atheists^ Deists, and 
Idolators, If it were not for the disgraceful dishon- 
esty of the plea, it would be ridiculous. And here 
again we have a specimen how conveniently accom- 
modating tender consciences are. Notwithstanding 
their eagerness to use this text against the officers 
of the Church applying lawful means of enforcing 
what law assigns to it ; the dissenters have no scru- 
ples of conscience in resorting to law in defence of 
their onm rights. Witness Lady Hewlet's charity, 
and the prosecutions their association has instituted 
on various occasions. 

5. Dissenters say, that there should be perfect 
equality in religious matters, and no preference by 
the State. But surely, both the majority of the 
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Churchy which exceeds not only every sect, bat all 
sects put together, and its immemorial tenure of this 
national support do entitle it to some preference : 
more especially when it is considered that many 
sinceredissenters (not political) of all sects, and par- 
ticularly of that large and influential body, the 
Wesleyans are not averse to iU 

And is it justly to be termed a preference? Has 
the state made this a fresh law, since the birth of dis- 
sent, to establish, or give advantage to, the Church ? 
No — Church rate, from ancient time, was assigned 
to support that Church, which adopted the State, 
rather than the Slate adopted it. 

But, if there is to be no preference, why are dis- 
senters to be encouraged by having their property 
cleared of a charge subject to which they took it, as 
all others did ; and subject to which they calculated 
its value or rent ? Or are they to have the preference 
of dictating to the legislature by conspiracies, 
clamour and violence, while the arguments of those 
are not to be listened to, who peacefully appeal to law 
and reason ? 

And what kind of equality do they demand ? Is 
it to raise themselves in the scale of society, or in 
their pecuniary condition ? To that the Churchman 
would not object — No, their equality is to pulldown 
those they envy, and to sacrifice to their jealousy an 
establishment of which the blessings have caused the 
British Empire to be regarded as the most favoured 
of nations. 
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6. It is said, that the revenues of the Charch, by 
better management, would produce a surplus fund 
sufficient for the purpose. This is not the fact. 
That a different distribution of the revenues (whether 
wisely or unwisely adopted) may produce a fund is 
admitted ; but not a fund adequate for the purpose. 
And, whatsoever its amount, ample claims are pre- 
presented for its appropriation, in the increase of 
numerous poor benefices and the extension of the 
means and ministers of Public Worship. 

7. The passions of the lowest and most ignorant 
are appealed to by sneers, and exaggerations of the 
wealth of the Church, or of some incumbents. Asa 
body the Church is insufficiently provided for. If it 
be allowed that there are some valuable benefices, to 
which a few out of 10 or 12,000 may hope to rise by 
talent and exertion, how can this affect the duty of a 
Christian nation to maintain the national temples, or 
of Christian people to obey the law of the Land ? 
Why is the Clergyman to be debarred from a hope 
of competence any more than the merchant or 
manufacturer? Or, because some merchants and 
manufacturers arrive at wealth, are we to argue that 
the laws and taxes, which protect the property of the 
whole are not to be enforced, till the profits of these 
more fortun ate or skilful men have been redistributed, 
and all beyond a certain sum seized for public 
service ? The idea is absurd. And be it remembered 
that the land and revenues of the Church, are not, like 

those of other proprietors, \\ab\e to \ie\\m\\.e>^\.o\)Mi^^ 
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who inherit — but are open to the competition of all 
classes, even the sons of Dissenters themselves. 
They* may by honest zeal and exertion work their 
way to them — and many of the highest stations of the 
Chnrch are filled by individuals who have [sprung 
from the lower and middling ranks. The son of a 
Dissenting Minister for example is now a prebendary 
of Durham, and an honor to the body to which he 
belongs : and many of our bishops and highest digni- 
taries have by talent and diligence raised themselves, 
from humble stations, to their present elevation. 

These arguments may not be convincing to some, 
and I quarrel not with those, who choose to controvert 
them with reasoning, or by legitimate appeals to Par- 
liament. What I condemn is not argument for the 
repeal of the law, but resistance and evasion of it, 
by those acts which the Rochdale contest, (to be 
described in the next section) too disgracefully 
exhibits as specimens of what ^* conscience'''' may 
be prostiuted to justify. 



APPENDIX TO SECTION II. 

I subjoin here two or three authorities on the barefaced at- 
tempts to set up Lord Denman's Judgment in the Braintree case 
as an argument that there is no law for Church rates, and that 
where there is no law, there is no transgression. It will be seen 
in Section III, how the Bible directs all Christians to fulfil and 
obey the Law according to its plain meaning and intention. To 
get over this difficulty the tender consciences have been driven to 
the audacious assertion that, according to the above judgment, 
there was no law and no obligation on the Pariahlonera tA ^^<wvdfik 
for the reptdrs of the Churcli — ^N aN7 ioi Jcict*. 
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Lord Denman was not called to decide, whether there was 
a legal obligation on the Parishioners to repair the Church, but 
simply whether the churchwardens (done could make a rate, and 
force the parishioners to do, what was admitted on all hands to be 
their duty. Let Lord Denman in giving that judgment speak 
for himself — 

" Tlie law or doctrine that by the custom of England the 
inhabitants of a parish were bound to repair the fabric of the 
Church had not been disputed. By the civil and the canon law, 
the parsons had been bound to repair the Church, and that 
liability existed in all Christian kingdoms except England, where, 
by the parliamentary law of the country, the parishioners were 
hound to take care of the repairs of the Church. This was clearly 
laid down in numerous autJiorities. The period at which the 
earliest church rate was' imposed had not been distinctly shewn; 
still it might be assumed that the expenses required to be incur- 
red for the repairs of the church had always been levied upon the 
parishioners at large. That, indeed, was a matter which was 
treated as a settled point of practice and law." 

" The wrong was the neglect of the parishioners td afford 
funds for the repairs of the church; but the remedy to that evil 
sought to be enforced by these proceedings in the Ecclesiastical 
Courts was one which would in itself be a wrong upon the church- 
wardens, since its object was to make them tax their fellow 
parishioners, without it being at all clear that they had any power 
to do so." Lord Denman^s judgment in the Braintree case. 

The Judge's remarks in " Oliver versus Wood." 

" Church rate," the learned j qdge said, " was a legal obliga- 
tion upon every one for divine worship." The learned judge read 
Dr. Oliver's speech and among other remarks said he was bv no 
means a perfect moralist, who gave up a law on account of the 
difficulty of enforcing it. Even the dissenter was not right as a 
moralist who gave up the law ; he was not required to give up the 
exercise of his political right to obtain its alteration ; but as long 
as it was law, he was bound to use persuasion to obey the law, not 
to resist it- Dr. Oliver gave up the right for a time, but although 
there might be a difficulty in enforcing the law, this was no justi- 
fication in /oroco7wci^«^ifl?.—(-Ea?ifracfedyrow the Wolverhampton 
Chronicle.) 

Lord Denman has also reaffirmed aad acted upon this principle 
in the committal of Baines. The Lord Chancellor has done the 
same. Archdeacons Wilberforce and Musgrave have published 
in their charges, not only the law in this matter, but also the 
measures to be produced against those who resist it, as in the case 
of Baines. 

It may be as well to state the nature oi t\ieft% Ta.ea«v3LT%%, kbjI 
to show that the refusal of a rate, or seUmg Vtaav^^^oT SsAoxm^J^Vj 
will not prevent these measures from Wm^ \^^eii. 
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"But are we therefore to conclude, because those several 
means are inapplicable to bind the Parishioners to their duty, that 
there are no others more availing ? 

I am fortified by the opinions of two eminent Civilians, 
whom I have separately consulted with a view to this] Visitation, 
in saying that such is not the case. 

Two modes are pointed out. 

The ONE by Articles agsdnst any Individual Parishioner," for 
refusing to make, or concur in making, a rate — a svfficient rate; 
for the repairs, &c. required : a mode of proceeding like an indict- 
ment at common law for a misdemeanor, in the absence of any 
statutory sanction for enforcing what is enjoined or to restraining 
what is forbidden. 

The OTHER is by a monition, to the Churchwardens to call a 
Vestry ; and to the Parishioners to meet ; which monition would 
be personally served on certain of the Inhabitants. ' If they dis- 
obeyed, and shewed no sufficient cause, they would be in contempt » 
Their contempt would be signified into the Court of Chancery : 
and a writ would issue, by virtue of which they would be attached, 

and committed' — that so, as in parallel cases at common 

law, *the collective body of the Parishioners might be reduced to 
obedience by proceedings against Individuals.' 

These arc the remedy, which not on any independent judgment 
of my own, but on the credit of more than one amongst the high- 
est living authorities, I have felt myself officially bound to point 
out as applicable to the case of wilful, contumacious, refusal. 
Nor let it be supposed that this liability is escaped by what the 
Attorney General himself calls that "shallow device " of a twelve- 
months' adj oumment. Such an adj oumment, or any adj oumment, 
with a clear intent to refuse a rate, is identical with refusing it, 
and punishable through the same process. Nor again is the Law 
to be evaded by one or more of the Churchwardens declining to 
join his brother officers in convening a Vestry I am assured by 
the same high authorities as* before that the Law is competent to 
its own vindication here : that we have but to monish all to join 
in the call, and so article those who refuse : a proceeding, which, 
duly carried out against one contumacious Individual, would ex- 
pose the viciousness of a practice, so inconsistent with the duty of 
Churchwardens and their solemn declaration on entering office." 

So much for the pretence of ^^ tender consciences" that, 
according to Lord Dennian*s Judgment, there is no law requiring 
the parishioners to repair the Church ; and that if there be no law, 
they are not guilty of the transgression of resisting the Law. Of 
the honesty of this plea also let the people judge, when they re- 
member that the resistance was commenced before Lord Denman's 
judgment was given. 
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THE ROCHDALE CONTEST. 

In this parish^ from the year 1832, a vindictive 
and increasing opposflion and agitation against the 
church has been carried on. Vexatious law suits, 
excitement and delusion of the populace, desecration 
of the Church, reviling the Vicar, mob outrages and 
intimidation, requiring even the interference of the 
military, and all the arts, usually indicating sedition 
and ungodliness^ but here said to be those of tender 
conscience^ had been constantly employed. Yet 
these conscientious persons had the effrontery to 
charge me with being the disturber of the parish. 
I obeyed and supported the law, they disobeyed and 
attempted to trample upon or evade it, and had 
done so for years. It is not necessary to shew the 
reader what sort of conscience that is, which for 
years endeavoured to Jbrce its own unlawful will 
by mob violence, fraud, evasion, and conspiracies, 
and then accuses them who defend the law and their 
lanfid privileges hy peaceable means and argument, 
with being the cause of disturbance ! Had -^sop 
lived now, he would not have needed a /able to 
2]}ustrate the reckless hypocrisy, vrYiicVi ixi^\k^ \\a 
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tyranay bj n brazen forgerj of crime, wbeD it can find 
none. A true sfory n-ould have done as well. Instead 
of the " If'olf and the Lamb " be might have givea 
"The Rochdfile Tender Consciences and the Vicar! "'1 

At the end of Jannarj-, 1840, I came iflto resi- 
dence. The ministerial and factions press had greeted 
mj appoititinent wiih the foulest abuse. The hint 
was intelligible. Whether the London Anti-cburch 
Societies sent sujiplies, or special instructions, to 
their agents at Rochdale, cannot be ascertained. 
But I soon perceived, tl>at 1 was to be made a 
mark of political dissenting agitation. On every 
point,<even though wholly unconneoled with religion,) 
a rancorous and systematic oppoeilion was set a^ 
against me. Every attempt at conciliation was msfr^ 
with hostility and outrage. In proof of this I hav^j 
publickly adduced facts, which it is not aeoeasar^3 
to repeat. 

The first contest, immediately connected with tbel 
Church, arose ont of an attempt to appoint Cburoft"-- 
wardens, who would oh»friict, not jterfon 
duties of Ihe office. This dishonest purpose, for-j 
warded by the aforesaid dishonest practices of J 
" lendur iniiscienee" was tthi had. It was defeated. 

The nest step was a litigions appeal to thi 
Qnnrtcir Sessions, with an avowed inlenlion of'J 
raising every possible technicitl impediment, iB'J 
intimidate the Churchwardens by expence." it wa« 
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given out that the confederates were well supplied 
with funds. Again they failed — But they threaten 
to carry it to another court, the result is yet to be 
seen. 

On the lOlh of July, 1840, the Vestry was con- 
vened to grant a Church rate. Two dissenters 
called, before the day of meeting, on the Vicar, 
proposing that if the word " optional " were to be 
annexed to the collector's papers, and the rates 
were not to he enforced where parties were tiuml- 
ling to pay it, the laying of the rate should not be 
opposed. The Vicar received them courteously, 
and stated that, though his opinion was against the 
proposed scheme, he would not hastily decide. He 
did consider it; and with great anxiety and desire 
to attain the peace it offered, if it could be gained 
without a sacrifice of duty. This could not be done. 
In declining to accede to the proposal, he felt it due 

magistrates, all appointed under the influence of the present ad- 
visers of the Queen, swoin to protect the Church. All three 
had personally assisted in opposing the rate, which the laWf 
they are appointed to dispouse, holds to be the bounden duty of 
the Parisliioners. These three in the teath of a previous decision, 
to the contrary, by the bench under the same circumstances, and 
rlso of the usual practice in such cases at Petty sessions, dismissed 
the case. ( )ne gave as a reason, that one Churchwarden could 
not d;'mand a rate or lay an information, but all must join. 
Another — that ten Churchwardens were a corporation solb! 
and therefore the information should state that the rate was doe 
to tlic'.n alt. The only Magi.^trate who remonstrated against this 
absurdity, was Mr. lloyds, who alone was n^t appointed by the 
Wiiig Cabinet of defenders of the Church, and who had felt that 
tbc best way to encourage obedience to that law, which his sove- 
reigji cntruated him to dispense, was to set an example of obeying 
it hh/iself. The person summoned ■ma.'j appeal, ^^ C^\»&V 
warden wn.y not. He is put to tVie ex\>civce o^ «k"^\MtfVwHx»\ 
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to both his parishioners and himself, fo give the 

following statement of his reasons : — 

ADDRESS. — Before I proceed to the business of the day, I 
feel it incumbent on me to notice a proposal, which was made 
to II. e, by Mr. * * *, and Mr. * *, to this effect, that certain 
parties would consent to the laying of a rate, provided that it 
was understood, that the term ** optional '* should be annexed to 
the papers delivered in by the collector. I am desirous, in the 
first instance* to offer my public acknowledgments and thanks 
to those t^entlemen, for the expressions of personal kindness, and 
for the cauflonr and good temper, with which they discussed the 
subject ; and Mr. * * *, in his note addressed to me this morn- 
ing, has given me reason to hope they did not perceive on my 
part, any want of desire to receive them in the same spirit. I 
consider it, moreover, due to them, to the importance of the 
subject, and to the parishioners at large, that I should not 
merely answer, " 1 cannot assent to your proposal," but should 
frankly state some of my principal reasons. I have written these 
reasons, lest in the inadvertance of public speaking, 1 might 
express myself indistinctly, and be liable to be misunderstood, or 
misrepresented. 

These gentlemen offered me certainly tempting inducements, in 
the confidence they felt, and the experience, which, they said 
had proved tlie beneficial operations of this plan, in some places. * 
I will not raise a question upon this point, because the reasons I 
shall have to submit, do not depend on the probability of success 
or failure, of that plan. Neither will I urge the strong objections, 
which I could make to the voluntary system ; because that 
course might give pain, and raise discussions foreign to the 
object of the meeting. 

I CAN.VOT THEREFORE ADOPT THE PROPOSAL. 

I. Because to lay a rate, and then make the collection 
optional, would be a contradiction in terms* — to build with one 
hand, and pull down with the other. ^ 

II. Because I &eZZ«7e and /?re«c^, unreserved and unequhHh- 
cal obedience to the law, to be a christian duty ; and cannot, 
therefore, consistently he a party to any evadon of that obedi- 
ence, or to make public law bend to private opinion. 

III. Because the plain, and acknowledged intention of the 
law (however easy it may be from the imperfections of its pro- 
msions for carrying out that intention, to evade or obstruct it) is 
— that t'le parishioners generally are bound to repair ike 

• " Quicunque vult " (optional) " is but an ill preface to a lav f 
and it is a straage obligation that makes no OAffi^ixewftfe \i«i^.\s^i'ii>^\!:\\^i^ 
that ubejs, and him that refuse« to o\)ey.'* liisUop Ta-ylov, 
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Churches f and provide for the decent performance of Divwe 
Service, Consequently to coneent to the proposed measure, 
would be to consent to a quibble, to facilitate disobedience, or 
evasion of that law, which as Christians we are bonnd to obey, 
while it is law. 

IV. Because I cannot surrender the principle ; that a 
religious national establishment, for ever set aside for national 
use, ought to be maintained upon the same footing, as every other 
national establishment — ^whether civil or military — scientific or 
useful, by a general and equal charge upon the property of Ae 
Nation. 

V. Because, while the proposal made requires of me the 
public surrender of those principles of Christian and National 
duty, — the payment of the rate does not call for any such sacii- 
flcc of principle on the part of those, who are favourable to the 
volimtary system. They may pay the rates, not because they 
give up their oitm opinion — ^but because it is the law of the land; 
and as Christians they feel it their duty to obey it, and not set up 
their private opinion against it, so long as it shall continue law. 

VI. Because Church rate is a charge not upon persons, but 
upon property — ^not a tax recently put upon those, who separated 
from the Church — but a charge annexed long before such sepft- 
ration took place, from time immemorial, to property generally^ 
pressing equally, in proportion to the value of rateable property— 
not making him who has much, and him who has little, pay 
alike; but the larger property pay more, and the smdOer 
pay Uss, 

VII. Because I have never seen any scriptural reasoa 
offered, in which it could be made a matter of cotiscience, not to 
pay it. If I purchased, rented, or inherited, property in Turkey, 
which, from time immemorial had been subject to a lawfol 
charge, for the service and maintenance of a Mahometan Mosque, 
I should offer so much less purchase money or rent — or think 
the property of so much less value in proportion to the amount 
of this charge ; but I should never think that there was any 
conscience in witholding the payment of a charge, to which my 
property was subject, because I am not a Mahometan. I need 
hardly observe, that this reasoning would apply more strongly, 
if possible, if the place for which my property was charged, 
happened to be a place of worship for Christians; from whom I 
differed only in some points, but with whom I agreed on many 
important points, especially that the Bible is the word of Qod, 
and Christ Jesus, the only name lohereby toe may he saved. 
This view of the liability of property, would not be affected by 
the circumstance of my having, as an individual, to contribute 
to a place of worship entirely suited to my views. It might be 
an inconvenience to me, that I could not use the public place 
of worship, but no reason foi' my witholding what had been 
lawfully appropriated to maintain it. 
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VIII. Because this charge on property does not preclude 
the use of voluntary means ; while the abolition of the charge 
would withdraw the additional means of national contribution, 
for the supply of places of public worship, which are already far 
inadequate to the wants of our population, — notwithstanding the 
noble voluntary efforts of both Churchmen and Dissenters, in 
addition to the lawful provision. 

IX. Because any such concession of mine would be unjust 
to my brother Clergy, and Churchmen, in other parts of the 
kingdom, where I am well satisfied that the plan purposed must 
be an utter failure, and if .attempted, would be injurious to the 
rellg' Otis interests of the whole community. I should be pur- 
chasing popularity to myself, and a hollow truce, at the expence 
of increasing their d'jfficnlties, and of undermining the religious 
advantages of the whole nation. 

Upon these grounds, I find myself compelled to object to the 
proposal of Mr. * * * and Mr. * *, great as may be the tempta- 
tion offered. I would most pladly jmrchase Peace and Union. 
It is my present liope and desire, please God, to live and die at 
Rochdale — to have my own interest, and the interests of those 
dearer to me than myself, interwoven and inseparably connected 
with the welfare of tliis Parish. I long to live upon those terms, 
upon which, as a fellow man, and especially as a minister of the 
gospel, 1 ought to desire to Jive witli my neighbours. None can 
more earnestly thirst for peace and union, than I do. Most 
gladly would I earn your good ophiion — but not by a course, by 
which I think tluit I should probably not long retain it, and 
know that I should certainly not deserve it, viz : — by doing 
that which I am convinced is wrong, for the sake of present 
expediency and popularity. I Mill gain you by an honest 
stra/ghtforward course, or not at all. Your favor, upon other 
terms, would not be, on your pii t, worth giving, nor on mine, 
worth receiving. Mr. * * * has franklv stated his intention of 
moving an amendment to the proposal for a Rate. But I will 
not despair of his being influenced by such important considera- 
tions, to alter liis inlention. 

If I cannot convince you of the correctness of my views of 
Church Rates, I can at least, fairly call on you, as Christians, 
not to obstruct or evade the manifest intention of the law, as it 
now stands. If it can be r/Z^er«Z, well and good. But as long 
as it is law, be subject to it, for conscience secke — for the sake of 
the peace and welfare of the Parish — and above all, for the sake 
of Ilhn, who bids* us render to all their dues; and to submit to 
every ordinance of man for the Lords salic. 

The highly respectabU) character of the Churchwardens 
appointed, and the amount of the Hate, will satisfy you that no 
»buge is intended. I shall leave the matter to the consideration 
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of all parties, hoping that moderation and good feeling will 
prevail over party spirit, and even induce some sacrifice of the 
stiffness of opinion, to the general good. * 

J. £. N. MOLESWOBTH. 

I also particularly ur^ed apon the opponeDts, that 
they need not compromise their objections to the 
equity of the Law of Charch rate, by paying u 
obedience to the law, and under protest against its 
equity^ a course which might satisfy the most scm- 
pnious conscience. The appeal was vain ; a poll was 
demanded and took place. Iriflammator^ hand bills 
were pat forth, organized committees were formed, 
by the anti-rate party; while the friends of the 
Church had no committee^ and seemed to leave 
matters to take their course. Large bodies of the 
anti-rate party poured in — and during the first three 
days they were in a majority of some bnndreds. 
They were full of exultation, and taunts. They put 
out a bill boasting of their certainty of victory, calling 
on their adherents, to make the majority 1000 — The 
Church party, all this time, offered no oviragey and 
shewed no signs of ill temper — all was orderly — But, 
whether from the illtimed crowing of the abolitionists, 
or from shame at seeing the Church thus abandoned, 
the friends of order, on the fourth day roused them- 
selves, and gained so rapidly on their opponents, that 
they no longer talked of the ^Hhov^Aind majority ^'^ 
but began to fear lest they should be in a minority. 

* The namoA and notes, and some of the matter which appear- 
ed in the original address, are omitted — the former because anim« 
portant, the latter, bocauie the arguments ace biouf^bt forward in 
the foregoing footions. 
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Then was exhibited the different spirit of the two 
parties, under defeat — Instead of leavings the poll to 
go on/airli/, as the Church party had done while it 
.was against them, the Tender conscience party began 
their usual tactics —A riotous assemblage vyas brought 
into the Church yard. Gangs of ruf&ans surrounded 
infirm persons, ondjemales known to be Javourahle 
to the rate, and hustled and terrified them till they 
dared not approach to record their votes. Perso- 
nation of voters, and all the meanest tricks were 
practised. But nothwithstandlng all these unlawful 
means of obstruction and imposition, the Church 
party continued every hour to gain ground, so that 
on the fifth day at the close of the poll, the Church 
party was only 66 behind. An extension of the 
time would probably have placed them at the head. 
However, as the Chairman had not in \\\% public notice 
reserved (though he believes that, after those out- 
rages, he might have lawfully assumed it) the power 
of extending the pdll, he submitted to the injustice. 

I'o undeceive thosp, who intended to take the 
Bible for the rule of their conscience^ he published 
the following address. 

Hoio does the Bible direct Christiam fo fulfil the Law ((f the 
Land? — Tlie plain intention of the Law is universally ac- 
knowledged to be that, the Parishioners are hound to maintain 
the Parish Church and to provide for the decent observance of 
Divine Service. 

This Lord Denman expressly declared, when he gave his 
opinion that the Churchwardens cannot make a rate by themselves, 
without the Vestry — and this the very existence of the office of 
Churchwardens clearly proves. It is an unlawful and unscrip' 
iural pretence, that becau9e the CYrace<^Nrat^'&\& V^ Wenv»^Tiv» 
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funnot make a rote, therefore the Parishioncrd can hejvsfifiedf as 
hii/nl Kuhjvrtx and go4Kf Chr\Minn8,m refuging to grant a rate: 
wluii tlu' 1 X TKN no.v of tlie law is clear, that they ought top^nt 
what is nasoimhly reqiiiriHl for the decent observance of Divine 
"Witrship. 

This is ensily proved from the Bible — 

"Ifcfufcr iinfo Cd'jtar the things that are Ca*^a7*s" — Matt, 
xxii. *JI . Til is was the answer of J ksuj», when afike<1, whether it 
w«» hiwfiil to ^ive tribute money to Cjjsak — He merely looked 
at xhv "suiMrscription" to see to whom the law allotted it, — and 
thru toltl them to ])jiy it as the law dirtvtf'd — Yet Cu.>sar was a 
Ifrnfht n iniil ForrigntT. Would Jesus have advised his followers 
to witiiliold from Christian Charchef, and their own Nation- 
tribute wiiic'h tliC luw had ordiTi><l, and which he advised them to 
pay to // alhf'iis and Foreigners in the same case? 
How did Jesus act? 

*^ yot irithaf andiiig, lest we sluudd offend them, go thou to the 
sen, and cast an hook, and take up the iish that first cometh up; 
and wlieu thou hast opened liis mouth, thou shalt iliid a piece of 
money; that take, and give unto tliem for me and thee." Matt, 
xvii. '21. 

This tri])ute was the half sheliel for the service of the Jewish 
Temple, ordered to be i)aid by all persons. Jesus as SonofGod^ 
mi^,ht have ])leadrd, that lie was free from all tribute to that 
temple, l)ut rather than give offence he worked a miracle to 
pay it. 

The Apostles followed the same course— r 
St. Paul. — " Wherefore ye must be subject not only for wrath, 
but for ennacivnce sake. — For, for this cause, pay ye 
tribute also, for they are God's Ministers attending 
continually on this very thin«r — Render therefore to 
all their dues : tribute, to whom tribute ; custom, to 
wliom custom." Horn. xiii. 5. (I. 7- 
St Peter. — " Sul-.niit yours^elvcs to everj- ordinanee of man, for 

the Lords aahe" 1. Pet. ii. 13. 
And St. Paul ^:ives this general rule for all honest Christians, in 
perforniinfr nil I lieir duties. — "Whatsoever ye do, do it hbartilt, 
as TO THE LoHi), and not unto men." Col. iii. 23. 

If you ob{ y th'.' J.aw as the Lord directs and obey it ^'heartily" 
as *7o the Lord"; you will obey it jiccording to its plain m«aiii/i^ 
and intention and not t-'y tf) quiblile and shuttle it off, because it 
may not have provided means o^ for ring you to obey. There can 
be no " comeienee " in such proceodiug. What would j'^ou think 
of a man who i<..A: aivnntr'j^e of sojiie quibble or defect in the 
lav.', to keep yriri out f>^*n)orc'y or propf riy thatbelopgcd to you, 
and who Ihun tcjui you tl.at tlie laws cou^d wntforee him to pay, 
though he knc\v tliat tlicy intended It to hv. yours — and that 
where there was " no \iVN X^iXQx^ waa no tioLii*'3,Tt^:'\oxv." \{ii^M 
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you call that "rendering to all their dues" — ^and rendermg 
obedience to the law "heartily " as " to the Lord"? You would 
be asTiamed to act on such a prmciplein respect of private duties, 
do not think it can be right or conscientioiis to act upon it in 
public duties. 

t)o not be misled by agitators, to forget your Christian Duty 
and fight against God. — As long as the law is — " that parish- 
ioners ARE BOUND TO MAINTAIN THE PARISH CHURCHES** — 

Obey it for " conscience sake," obey it for ** the Lord's sake "•— 
obey it cheerfully and honestly, according to its plain meaning, 
without quibbling, pettifogging, or evasion of any kind, — obey it 
** heartily" as "totheLordy 

J. E. N. MOLESWORTH, Vicar, 

As the majority against the rate had heen obtained 
under the circumafances alluded to^ the Church- 
wardens and the Vicar, having consulted with 
several most respectable Parishioners, proposed a 
second appeal to the parish, and also withdrew from 
the estimated expences some items, which were 
objected to. A Vestry was then called. The anti- 
rate party had been loud in their exultation, and 
proclaimed that the friends of the Church would 
never try again. Finding thei r mistake, they shewed 
the temper and aptrity with which, under the plea of 
conscience, they were actuated. They collected an 
immense rabble — several of these ^Hender conscience''^ 
persons directing them, to groan, and hiss, and hoot, 
in the Church, the moment the Vicar attempted to 
speak; several stood upon the seats — others blas- 
phemed in that hallowed place. One (if [is to be 
hoped thoughtless) young man, whom the tender con- 
seiencesy were pleased to honour as among their 
leaders and chief agents, jumped on a seat till he 
broke it', and when remoivsUaXift^ \<VO«v> ^^^\<ii^ 



46 CHURCH RATE. 

with vulgar bLasphemy, and a wish that he could pull 
down the Church.* 'j'hese, and various other bru- 
talities, and sacrilegious performances, were part of 
the proceedings of " Tender consciences ; " and 
displayed the nature of their liberaliiyy which they 
boasted. After a scene of Uproar, more character- 
istic of savages than civilized beings; the meeting 
adjourned to the Church yard. A. rate of a half-penny 
in the pound was proposed, and a counter amendment 
moved. The mover of the amendment was heard 
through along string of appeals, such as demagogues 
make to the worst passions of the multitude — 
that the Church oppressed and robbed them — 
that the Church was to blame because the people 
chose to resist the Ir^w, and therefore the law, as in 
other cases oi resistance, enforced a distress against 
the offender. The stale tricks of trumping up a 
scene alout the seizure of a Bible, and of dragging 
a poor man's bed from under him were paraded in 
all their horrors, the sham and well paid Martyrdom 
of Thorogood was pathetically alluded to, the dread- 
ful cruelty of the Church robbing a starving family 
of its bread was roared out, and received with cheers 
and yells by a set of partisans, who knew all the time 

* It is too well known that this is neither fiction, nor exag- 
geration. The individual is tlie son of a quaker — and greatly is 
the Father of such a son to be pitied — But tlie Father by his vote 
(avowedly for conxcience sake) supported the cause, of which the 
Fon thus illustrated the principles. Jf that Father would hear me 
as a friend, I would cite as a warning, may it not prove here 
prophetic — " He that soweth to the wind, shall reap tbq 
whirlwiad," 
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Ihat the landlord usually paid the rate, and that a 
poor man could not be called to pay above twopence 
or three pence^ even if it were to fall upon him, 
instead of his landlord. When the Vicar, in reply, 
bei»;an to touch the fallacies of the speaker, his 
voice was immediately drowned, by the liberal fol- 
lowers of " fender connciencesy A poll was 
demanded and granted. The only answer deemed 
necessary was the following" address. 

JReason and Principle against Passion and Prejudice. — lu 
the course of the proceedhigs at the Vestry, oue of the speakers 
thou(^ht fit to direct his observations to certain opinions of mine 
publicly declared, and more particularly to a paper headed " How 
does the Bible direct Christians to fulfil the Law of the Land?" 
He had a right, to do this, and also, if he pleasad to appeal as he 
did, (and as on my suggesting the weakness of the cause, which it 
shewed^ he asserted he would do) to the passions of the people. 
He takes his course, 1 take mine — I will appeal to the reason and 
religious principles of the people, not to their passions. But as 
those, who heard him, refused to hear mc — I take this means of 
pointhig out the chief iiillacies, by which he endeavoured to blind 
people to the plain trutJis, put forth in the paper above mentioned. 
He stated that tlie intention of the law that the Parishioners 
were bound to repair the Church, &c. was nowhere recognised by 
Statute — The truth is that the Statute " circumspc cte agatis " so 
far back as the reign of Edward the first, not only distinctly 
recognised this duty of the parishioners, but authorised what was 
then a most heavy puni hment to compel them to do that duty.* 
— The law has been continually acted upon in repeated decisions, 
and its intention is staring us in. the face in the lawful existence 
of such olHcers as churchwardens. His other grand argument to 
blink the principles of Christian duty was that the Clergy, in 
several instances, violated tl.esj prineiples. — If he could have 
proved those instances Jiow would that effect the duty of every 
honest man to act upon Christian principles ; or the guilt of those 
who violate them. Two blacks will not make one white. If A. 
B. is charged with taking what belongs to D. it will not make him 
an honest man, to urge that E did the same. 

But in the cases cited the Clergy do obey the law, and espe- 
cially in that of the first fruits, according to its intention, though it 
had its origin, not in the way wMcb. tVv.<i ^^eaJ&ex a%scTtud,,\i>a5v.\s». 

* See Archdoacoa ^lu9«;tvitf * evi^'ttfiiviN. ^5»r»x^^» 
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what the Clergy feel to be a most despotic and anjust encroach- 
meut. 

These were the only approaches, I could perceive to any thing 
like reasoning. The rest consisted of inflammatory appeals to the 
passions, and of stale tricks too often descended to by those, who 
in the heat of excitement lose sight of the duty of candid and 
upright men to support a righteous j'cause, by fair arguments. 
Against these devices I will set forth a few leading cautions for 
them who seek truth. 

The Church Rate is a charge upon property not upon persom. 
It is an equal charge upon all the real property of the country. — 
It is not a charge on dissenters, but a chaise annexed before dis- 
sent was known — and subject to wliich they took their property 
— It is a charge on the property of the nation, for religious edifices 
set aside for ever for the use of the nation .-—devoted to a fixed 
purpose — not capable, as a meeting-house, of being sold, or made 
a matter of speculation, or converted to any use or any doctrines 
the owners may think fit. The Church Rate, small as it is, is 
paid in nine cases out often, not by the poor occupiers, but by 
the landlords. 

Persons whose goods are seized for Church Rate, are no more 
persecuted than are those whose goods may be seized for Poor 
Rate, for Kent, for Debt, and for refusing to pay any other laW' 
ful demand. It is easy to put forward the JBihle to be seized, and 
then get up a stage scene, to exasperate the passions and blind the 
judgment of the ignorant — It is a trick which has been got up 
again and again by the movers of agitation against the Church — 
I have myself exposed it years ago — It is a barefaced imposture 
practised on the people — ^Thorogood's is an affair of the same kind, 
he was committed not for Church Rate, but for contempt of court; 
under not his own judgm£nt, but the directions of those who 
wanted to raise a cry of persecution. 

The plea that a man may evade the intention of the law, be- 
cause he can, by pettifogging tricks, escape its penalties, would 
be convenient for all manner of dishonesty. It would be a good 
rule for rogues and swindlers, but a bad one for real Christians. 

I now only request the people to read the answers 1 have before 
printed, pointing out from the Bible the duty of a Christian; and 
to ask themselves calmly and before only their God. whether those 
answers be, or be not truth. Let them act as their conscience 
will tell them they ought to do. I repeat I will not appeal to 
their passions — In appealing to their reason or religious princi- 
ples, let any cause, I take in hand, stand, or fall, — My duty will 
have been done, the result is at the disposal of Providence. 

J. E. N. MOLESWORTH, ViCAR. 

P. S. It has been asked why the C\\\iTc\w?ttt^cns cx!ete.\«ft 
tAe/r right of demanding another PoW. It \s t\ie\T ^wVj — ^«»^ '^^ 
A notorious^ that at tlie Jate PoUthe grossest /raudsNveT<iVTWi\}»^^. 
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When I granted the poll, warned by Ibe unla 
means, taken on the last occasiun, to obstruct the' 
voters, I pablickly reserved the power of extending 
the poll, in case any similar arts should bo 
resorted to. 

It soon became evident, what practices woald bd 
resorted to. On former occasions most of th^ 
of'erseers attended ; and, if any discussion arose 
aboat the right of rate payers to have their voting 
ticket, an appeal was made to the chairman; and 
the chairman, in any difficulty or attempt at fraud, 
could refer to the overseers. But the anti-rate 
party, irithout comraanicaticg' with the chairman, or 
even informing him, took upon themaettf» to make a 
new arrangement, and influenced the select vestries 
of the townships, to compel the absence of the 
overseers. The purpose of this was ob\ ions. The 
voters for the rate found every impediment thrown 
in the way of getting their tickets, and many, in 
despair, abandoned the attempt. The coiLsequcnce 
was visible^on the first day the majority i 
rate voters was nearly 700. f declared that, if this ^ 
scandalous conduct was persisted in, I would issd4 
chairman's tickets, independently of the overseetd 
to those who could prove their right lo vote, 
the second day a better chance was given to Ihoal 
in favor of the church, and the result of fairer pla] 
was, that they rapidly reduced the maiovU-j *.^«isss 
ibem. Bat still impediments \?«TBftito'«'& \'vv'*>>^'»'^ 
waj-, and towards Ibe hoar ot &;«» N^X^to- «*« V*"*^ 
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iisnally closed, informalion was brought to me o( 
the obstruotioQ of voters!, and that nombers who 
came from a dialance to record their votes, were 
wearied with the difficulties and could not do so, 
aniess more time were given. I extended the poll 
one hour ; this bad the effect of checking (he 
systematic impediments thrown in the way of voters, 
and the rate purty gained the lend i but both strog- 
gled with alternate success till the fifth day, which 
was (o be the last of the poll. Towards three 
o'clock, on that day, large bodies of workmen, 
whose employers were against the rale, were turned 
out an hour before the usual time. And from thiit 
period, a ayatematic, and organized obstruction and 
intimidnfion, of the voters for the rate, was percep- 
tible. Tf a carriage came up, with anti-rate colours, 
an opening was immediately made for it; but if 
carriages with voters in favor of the rate came, thej 
were stopped, attempts were made to overturn them, 
traced were cut, and one carriage dragged back. 
It was with the greatest difficulty that the police 
could obtain an approach for them, or save the 
people from severe injury. Ruffians banded to- 
gether, knocked eloiFii several of the church rate 
party, tore their clothes, kicked them most savagely, 
and terrified many so, (hat nothing but (be greatest 
zeal could have induced voters (o encounter such 
danger. ( Alt this, be it observed, was done by the 
"fender congofence " party ; thej caimoV ■pttAwiie a 
ingle instance, of supporters ot lUe vaVe, \mTea>.\n% 
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niiy of tlieir opponeiils). It was impossible for the 
\oters to get up in time, when so obstructed, 
deemed tbis a fit occesioii to again use the power 
I had resened, and whiob, repeatedly during the 
poll, I declared pulilu-klg I would exercise, to pre- 
vent the voters, mhalever their opinions, Tront 
being bullied, or defrauded, out of their right of 
voting according to those opinions. 1 extended the 
poll one honr, but I believe, notwithstanding the 
aKsertions of tlie opponents to the contrary, that 
when the poll was so adjourned, the chorch rate 
party were in a decided ntajorilg. At this the rage 
of the liberals and the " tender coiiaciences" knew 
do bounds. The riot becnme more fierce, and, to 
prevent bloodshed, the military were called out. 
It has been stated, that tbe military immediately 
retired, upon the order of one of the liberal magis- 
trates, who said Ihey were called out umiecessarily. 
This wa$ one of the many false statements made, 
for the use and comfort of "tender consciences." 
The military moved to a spot close at hand, under 
the direction of Iheir officer, who alone could direct 
their movements, when the riot act had been read; 
and who did this according to the standing direclioni 
fur BDch occasions. At the close of the poll, at 
which above 13,000 votes were recorded, a majority 
of 11 ii was declared for the rate, and another hour 
would, apparently, have more than doubled that 
majority, as the presence oS Viae so\i\c\s cleaTci VKe 
lea^ far the voters, and repteaaeA ftie tt^Vs**** ' 
tbe rioters. 1 
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I acknowledge gladly the aid of many dissenters^ 
whose christian zeal raised them above sectarian 
jealousy and intolerance; and shall conclude with 
some truly christian sentiments^ of an old divine, 
addressed to legislators^ who, as well as himself, had 
hitter experience of the miseries, and crimes, arising 
from disobedience against laws, under the pretence 
of " Tender CoNSCiE-VCE." 

" So long as you make religion your care, and holiness your 
measure, you will not think tliat authority is the more to be despi- 
sed, because it is in the hands of the church ; or that it is a 
sin to 'speak evil of dignities,* unless they be ecclesiastical, 
but that these may be reviled ; and that though nothing is baser 
than for a man to be a thief, yet sacrilege is no dishonour; 
and indeed, to be an oppressor is a great and crying sin, yet 
to oppress the church, to diminish her rents, to make her 
l)eggarly and contemptible, that is no offence ; and that though 
it is not lawful ' to despise government,' yet if it be church- 

? government, that then the case is altered. Take lieed of that; 
or then God is dishonoured, when any thing is the more 
despised, by how "much it relates nearer unto God. 

" In the same proportion, you are to take care of all inferior 
relatives of God and of religion. Find out methods to relieve the 
poor, to accommodate and well dispose of the cures of souls, let not 
the churches lie waste and iu ruinous heaps, to the diminution of 
religion, and the reproach of the Nation, lest the Nations abroad 
say, that the Dritons arc a kind of Christians that have no 
churches; for churches, and courts of judicature, and the public 
defences of an imperial city, are * res sacrse j ' they are venerable 
in law, and honourable in religion. 

"To conclude. If every one in this honourable assembly 

would join together, to x>romote christian religion, in its true 

notion, that is, peace and holiness, the love of God and the love 

of our brother, Christianity in all its proper usefulness, and would 

not endure for the nation any thing against the laws of the holy 

Jesus ; if they were all zealous for the doctrines of righteousness, 

and impatient of sin, in yourselves and in the people, it is not to 

be imaguied what a happy nation we should be. But if ye 

divide into parties, and keep up useless differences of aames or 

interests ; if ye do not join in the bands of peace, that is, the 

king and the charch, religion and the gooiV ov W\Ci xaWoH) ^ou 

can never hope to see a blessing to "bo the end v>i'yo\\T\?\io\3LT%?"' — 

-fflf/io/? Taylor, 

JIOLDEI9, PRJNTBR» MAKKBT-PLA^C^. B.OC\\IiK\.^. 



